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Greetings! We just returned from a five day rock 

climbing trip in the Black Hills of South Dakota- 

here's our trip report.  

Day 0 

We decided to split the 14 hour drive into two por-

tions and spent the first day driving only 9.5 hours 

to Palisades State Park in Eastern South Dakota, 

where the Split Rock Creek breaks through a band 

of pink quartzite rock. There is climbing, but we 

arrived late in the day and just wandered around 

and looked at the formations. 

Day 1 

We arrived around midday in the touristy town of Key-

stone, drove up past Mt. Rushmore, saw the presidents 

from the road, and headed for the climbing area South 

Seas a few minutes up the road from the monument en-

trance. We had chosen this area because the routes are 

sports routes well protected with bolts. We parked at the 

Wrinkled Rock parking area, which also has primitive 

climber camping, packed our backpacks, and headed to-

wards the rocks. We didn't get far until we encountered 

the first crag with 

a short route in our difficulty range and started climbing. 

It took us a while to get used to the new rock: wonderful solid granite 

with marvelous friction and quartz crystals jutting out that were solid 

enough to use as hand and foot holds. After the first route, we went 

over to the main formations of the area and climbed two long routes 

Thomas had on his list of best routes: Sharkôs Breath, 5.7, and Classic 

Waves, 5.8 (photo at right).  

We drove to Custer State Park, where we had reserved camping at 

Center Lake, and pitched tent.  All South Dakota State Parks require 

campers to make a reservation, but the campground reservation system 

is very convenient and can be accessed online or 24/7 by phone.  

 



Day 2 

The next day we headed back to Mt. Rushmore Monument and went 

to the Magna Carta area, again an area with sports climbs. We started 

with a fun looking ar°te on Solo System, 5.6, which seemed a bit hard-

er than itôs rating suggested. The long 5.8 on nearby Pointy Little Dev-

il was sustained friction climbing which we found quite challenging 

compared to, and very different from, the routes of the previous day. 

A word about climbing pictures: it takes two people to climb, because 

the climber needs another person to belay, that is secure and give out 

the rope in a controlled way so it will hold the climber during a fall. 

This means that actual climbing pictures are limited to the moments 

when the climberôs situation is not too precarious, so that the belaying 

partner can divert some of his or her attention (and one hand) to the 

camera. So, sorry folksðthe toughest moves cannot be documented 

photographically without a designated photographer. 

 

But even so, some impressive pictures are possible. One of our most memo-

rable routes lead us up the knife like ar°te of Gossamer, 5.7, on the aptly 

named Picture Window rock: 


